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JEFF SESSIONS COMIlAITTlie5
AI.A!AMA JUDICIARY 

H.tntina ""'n,w. 
ARMED SEIIV1CIi 

~NlfIGYAND NATURAL III!$OUACE$ 
utJOOET 

Mr. L. Seth Statler 
Assisstant Commissioner 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

I
! 

VVaUU~on.D.C.20229 

Dear Mr. Statler: 

I am enclosing correspondence I received frQm rel~arding his concerns 
about the way Customs is categorizing his merchandise. Any infonnation you may have 
regarding this matter would be appreciated so that I ~ay respond to my constituent's inquiry. 

Thank you for your assistance. p.JJease respoid to in my Mobile Office 
at the following address: J 

Office of senato~ Je Sessio~s I 

41 West 1-65 Se~ce ad orth, Suite 2300·A 
Mobile, A1ab:mr 36 8-129. 
251-414-3083 1 

JS: 9t 

MOBIUi MONTGOMERYIII1'1MIIIIGHAM HUNTSVIUJi 
CoLONIAL lANK OENTIIE, Sum: ZilOOA '6150 HAI.CVON SUMIIIIIT Dn.V£311 v....ca fID&IW. 8uR.oINO IlEGlON8 CDNm\, SUITl802 

41 WIiST 1·65 Sl:1MC£ R,)Aj) NORTl{ SUItt 15011ClO I'IPI'WAVVO\III NoR11i :iOO Cl.WTQN Aw".uc. \'!I.W. 
MoalLi. AL366O&·'291 MOIflOOMIFIV • .oJ.. 31117Bw4INGM..... AL 3li203-2171 HvI'l'm'1Ll.lr.. AL 3!11101-4882 

I2GII) 711-15/10 125II113>GS7' 125')414.-30111 11341 244-7017 
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June 3, 

JetTSDllions ji 
Uuited States Seoator for AJabama ,
41 West t-6S Service ~ 
Suite 230()..A 
Mobile, Alabama 36608-1291 1 

Dear Senator; l 
I would. like to briDg to your attentkm a matLr that is oflrest concern to aU of us that love the 300 year 
tradition ofCamivallMard.{ Gras here in our Great Natlori.. 

Overtbe past 6 months, we have had "",merous inqUirle.Jtrom the 'U.s. Oepmtment ofHomeland 
SecuritJ's United. States CllStOms and BonNr Protection ~ffice b.e.re in Mobile, Alabama. Our company is 
bCDg told by our local agents, Ma. and Christina A.1.Ien. that our Oovcmment does not 
J"IOOSfti2e .Mardi Gras as a nationally reoognized evant, ~u.t only a local event in our area, that many of 
our items we Import are Dot festive in nature. And that.(nil Gras aud Can:\ival are not the .!lame. 

TIIia is a new wrq that they rue looking at our produet'~. flusltication and I am not sure why all of'the 
luddm1bis is occurring. During my Initial mMting 'Wi~the office here in Mobil~ it was told to me by 
one of'lIte spnts a.trerIclin& the meeting that .. I should 8ct[ better "lobbyist in Wuhington" (much to my 
BJPazelll&Dl.) So now we tum to you for pslstance. 

Out Donnal procedure for many ofthe Item"! we Import Kave £allen under the heading of 9S05 In the 
H8rmoni2!ed Tarl1f'Scbedule •... beading 9505 as festive. . al or other entertah,ment articles ....... Now 
the local office is teUiDS Il$ that the CarlllvaJlMardi costumes, hat.s. deoora.ti')OSt and other related 
ib:maa we are cummtly importina illto the P<JJt of Mobile for Mardi Gras do not fall unci« This category 
but rather some sort of·overyday use iw.m" subject 10 ~erent tariff's. The "Festive Article" tarl:ff is used 
for ods« celebrations like Hal1owecm., C'brisbnBl. St. P (CK'. Day but for some 1"1500 not 
Ca.miva.IIMarc! Gras Items per our ap.ts hlR'B in Mobi Alabama. 

As I believe yoa are aware,. Mardi Gras oeklbrationS are held in Wasbinston, D.C.; San Diego, Ca., St. 
Louis, MO., Galveston, TX .. MIami, PI • and all great StatcDs in-between. We bave sent our Q8l11ival items 
1'0 all so States in the U.S. for this celebrati~)n. J 
Without your help, 1am afraid that the 1)O~le ofour C~ wm have to pay more for their Camival 
celebrations due to what 1 believe are unfair and disori inator)' cJassificarions ofour carnival prod:uctS. 
Please let us know if)IOU oan assist us ira the matter. 

TbIlDk you for;your time. 

t 

EoclosUtC5: CUS'tom.&llulings and artioles. . 

www.t
I 
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Privacy Act Release 

Da; "/31,0 
So Security "ko.
CI No. I
S 'ANo. ____-______ 

# I 
Give highlights. necessary dates and locatio~s. Use/second sheet ifneeded. 

SUo- a-l-k~ I~ ftv ~~ d('3/ [0 . 

I
I 
1 

In keeping with the restrictions oftbe privacy act, ~ou are authorized to request MY infonnation 
required to assist me. . 

NIIIIII: (prinred) 

Address; --------
_~

City State' Zip I 

Home 'Phone: Work 

Si........:
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DEPA~ek OF HOM~ND seculUT'f 
U.S. C~tOlTII and B~ Protection 


NOTICEOF~C110N 

r--------.-.- .............__..... ______..!.!.~!_!-_1S2-;-.Z__________'-r:-:::~==,..""",..,c--===- ___-. 


ThIs Ie NOT a Notice of Uquidatlon 1. DATI OF TliIS NOTICE' 

~: ~ loA. DATE OF ..airATlCN t:-:::f.i05='=13:7.12::=-0;;;..1:.;:O~___~ 
MSCU ""se IV. .; DAlE OF erntv '. IN'm

M JUDITH 01112fl010 t 01/181201Q 
ilL NfRll!ElJ..ERllfIIIER ,. COUNTRY ~ caP BROKER ANI) FILe NO. 

_' , ...... OFIERCHANDlSe ------'-+=.:..J..;.:=-_.MM ••.----------.=;;;.._=~CNFORAPPGUA ChI,na_______~~~F~I~-------------------------2uO,:J1804coatumn .. ._~ ..___..1=-:::::====---,•. -_..
10. TO 

~ 

Toomey. Mardi Gras candy Co. Inc. u.s. Custcms and Sorder ProtEICtian 
'50 North Royal Street 
ste3004 

USA Mobile, AL 3860:2 
Fax(2~1)441~90 

~!l THE FOLLOWING ACTiON' Wl-iiCHWILL RE SUlT IN AN iNcREAsE IN ounES:":''' "~--'-'---'- . 
...... - --- . t IFVOU D'SAGbwnlt lHI$ PioPOieDMnON, ~- " • -- 

IS PI!OP9S!!p. FURNISH :fREASOHS IN WI:UTIN(I TO TIoflS OPFICE WITH· 
IN 20 DAVS ftoIE DATIl OP THIS NOTIce. ~ 20 
OAYSlHE WH..L liE UQUIDATE!D ASi pROPeno. 

o 
HAS BEEN TAKEN. THE I!!N'TRY I IN THIi UQUIDATION PftOC1:8S ANO 18 

HOT AVAllAiIue POR REVIEW IN llilS OPFICE. 

TYPE OF ACTlON 
A. ~ RATEADV+
B. VALU!ADVANC! 

C. EXCess I0 WElcat-rr [J QuANTITY 

C. 0 OTHER (Setj beloW) 

1;i,:i:j~iitryPiAi.ii~ffi~mOimii:iiiiiiri:ii~iCi[)..OiDiii""ii0Q2iit"'dii64~;-iiSD;;:a.;·s;:: Let.-rnDS ~""- i ' . " " 

The merchandise on thla entry was entered under as dresses of ether textile materials knit 
not snk. Howaver. the Items entenad were 100 % wave" polyester which precludes classification In 
Chaptw e1. Further. only two of the items were dresses. Two 01 the items appeaF'to seta af tops and 
pants and the other Is fnvoleed as a top. , 

-'-I =~:~::~"!j~.~~::1~~~~~~4" .ith a d~ rate of 
16%. 


. 
 Black Mardi Gras Sequins IIJ1d  paptain Mardi Gras! tOlPs under ith 

a duty rate of and pants under  with a dut:f rate of

 FLO Mardi Gras Top:  wjth a u\y rate of

Please be sure ta use the nf!!ItN tariff number for aU Mu shipments of this mel·chandlse. 

If you choose to disagree with the proposed dlangea Pliase provide a written response and sampfes. 
Correspondence may be maned to my attantion at the al:tdress listed above. 
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Martll Sru, cr"81 r",.Bday. is the hurrah beIbte fhfl Cathcllo season of 
t.ent btIgIrv on Alit Wen_tv. has I~ 1.0 the ChIUIma.s ~BOIJ 
thfDugh the petlod j""" as ca"n/1II11.1 

Catholic Roc,-ta of M 

I
Send B Mardi Qr.tI1!L~nal 

I ,I
Mardi Gras, IJlerally TPat Tuesdey,"~hgrown in popularity in IlIIClIII'lt yea,.. ..a 

Pille 1 of3 

I1IUOOUa. eomet/J'ni~ hadcnlatlc aven But its root. Ie In the Ch/'i$ltl8n calendar, 
.. the "'est htITIIl'ld before Lent beg: on Ash Wednesday. n.at. why the 
enom10Ul party In Naw Ortean., for e, mple, ends abruptfy at rnldnlght on 
Tuelday, with bfltlaDans of streetaw..pers pLJRl'lln; the crowds cut Of the 
French QLlarter-rS homu. 
What I. leas Icncwn .out Mardi Gra~l is itS relation to trll Christmas season, 
through the 0RI1nSry·tl1ll8 InI.tII1ude ,I In many Catholic C:lJltu.'I:S aa 
CemlVal (Ordlnar, ~e, in the C caliJlVlar, refers to the narmal 
·ordering" of tfma ~de of1M Chrlttm.. or LentlEa;farseasons.
Jluu'IIiB a tin, sa ,~.lDUAJam 
1'IIS2IJI.) 

Cam/IIeJ COI'llN ftt'll'j'l the LatIn wtJniIl,c.me val.t meaning ~rewell ta the 
fteah," like many '::,thona holiday. It'Id IIUSOnaI aelebratlQns. It likely has Its 
raots in pra-Cbrlstlan ~ based on the eeaaons. Some beli&Ve the 
fastlvaJ reprasamed the few days ~ 10 UMt lunar calendar to make It 
colnclde wfth the s.aler calenlilr: :lilnQ! the" days were outside ih. calendar. 
Nitti and QUBtoms. were I'lOt obeyed. /Olhers ... it as a lIat&-wlntl.r celebration 
designed to welcome the comIng "119. As early •• th. middle .:sf the second 
century, the R~I observed a F.qt Of 40 Daya, which waa pn~ded by a 
brfef SBa.IOn of fef1r- I CJ.)SlUm88 menyJftalcing. . 

8 REDUNM 

,1 
I f 

I 

4/1412010 
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mardi 918 .meanlng·= .-..~-=-=-.~ 
ALL RESUL S 

Definition 
t 

Images ct' 
MardI Gras 
Meaning 

RELATED 
SEARCHES 
Marcil Gras 
History 

Valentine 
Meaning 

I 
Religious 
Meaning of M rdi 
Gras 

The Meaning 
Fat TUeS'ay 

Christm 
Meaning 

Hallowee 
Meaning 

AshWed es ay 
Meaning 

SEARC~ 
H1STOR 
mardi "ra 
meaning 

Sse all 

ALL ~eSULTS -10 of 
2,210,000 I suIts " 

anc;:§Q 

.QminltJons of 
Mlrd.l-'!ras l J 

TI
Mar-di Gras [ maa 
rdee gra"a] .~,~I 

1. 	Tuesday bore 

Lent: in so e 

countries, S~rove 


TuesdayI llast 
day before e I

i •
aeginnlng 0 Lent 

In the Chri . n 

calendar ., 


2. 	 carnival betpre 
Lent: In 80 I e 
places. a ' ivai 
held or endi 9 on 
MardI Gras. ften 
celebrated 1th 
L"Ostumes, 
parades, b s,and 
other festivi es 

Synonyms: festlyal, 
celebration, stre 
party, fair, fete, rade, 
pageant. caval e, 
Mardi Gras 

~.I"__......--T/-~.-....,.....,.......'-n",i",~,.r .>f"'n_"','-'""",'.1K 4114/2010 
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Mardl <has • Wikipedia. the free eneydo:pedia ~ Page I of8 

Mardi Gras t 

From WiJdpectia, 1he 1iee e.noyelopeclia 1 

~. _ ....... _ •• II ••-, ••• .. ............ _. _ •• 4 .. 


The tenDI"ManU GJ'U" (prongUDCed "mardi gra:l). "Mtpfdi Mardi Gras 
GIIIIiJ ....onll

, aad "Camival_.SOD".[1][2][3J(4)[.5][6] in ~ (Also knOWD as Shrove hesday or Fat 
refer to events ofthe Carnival celebration."" beginning OD at after TIIesday) 
EpiphaDy and ending on the day before A"Ih Wednesday. Mardi 
Gras is Frezwh fbr "Fat Tuesday" (ill et1mi~ English tradition. 
Shrove Tuesday). refening to the practice ofthe lastulgbt ftf 
eating richer, fatty foods before the ritual jUtiag ofthe ~ 
season, which started on Ash Wedaesday. Related pO~.1 
prac1ices ware associated with celelxatiOD.~ before the fastmg a:ncl 
:reUglous obIipdons associated with tIu! pmtential season ~ 
Lent. Popular praotices included wearingllUlSks aDd costumes,
overtum.iDa social couventions. dancing. sports competltioDs. 
parades, eM. Similar expressions to Manti. Gras appear in aJher 
European Jauauaps sbariJlg the Christian tradition. In English. 
the day is called Shrove Tuesday, associat£~ with the ~gious 
requhemCD1 tor coutessiOll before Lent begiDs. 

In m&DY areas, the term IIMardi Gras" has came to melD ~ 
whole petted ofadivity related to the ce1elmrtuIy events~' 
just the siDale day. In somo US citi- It is Q.OW called .. i 

-. : Type
Gns DaY' or -Pat Tu.sday"Jl]~](3][4][5][6' The ~ SCAS"D 

varies 1iom city to city, as some tr8di.tians .:oD.~Mardi ~ : Slpifialace CelebJalion prior to :fasting season of 

the entire pcdod between Epiphs&ly or Twdftb Night and ~: Le~ 
WednesdayJ7l Others treattb.e fiDaI three~lay period befo.fe.A5h . Cel b tioII Parades. . 
Wednesday 8S the Marcil GrasJ8] ID Mobil!; Alab~~ ; e ra I pat'timS 

G.ras-usociated 8OCia1 eveuts begin in Nov.:mber, followed by I Related to Carnival 
1Ilystic soc1ef;y balls O111'ha12ksgi'vins,[1J[9] then NewYear'+ Eve, ...._._.... . .......... " ..----.... , ..... .. 

followed by parades and balls in lanuaIY and February, celcbra:ti.ng Up to midnight before Ash Wednesday. In 
earlier times parade. were helCl on New Year's Day.['!l ~ cities famous for M&rdi Gras celebrations ~lude Rio 
de Janeiro inBrazil, Quebec City. Quebec iu Canada; ~an in Mexico; and. Nc..ow Orleans, Louisiana in the 
United StaleS. M'aDy other places have lmpmant Mardi ofas celebrations as well. 

Camival is 811 im.por1Iult cek;bration in Catholic European~. In the United I<jugdom andlteland, the"week 
befoIc Ash Wednesday is called. ·'sbroveti&I., ending on Sllrove Tuesday. It has ita popular celebratoty aspects as 
well. Pancabs are a traditioual food. Pa:acalces and related fried bt'eads or pastries made with sugar, fat and eggs are 

Costumed musicians. Nlw Orleans 


Local. cultural, Catholic 


also 1Xadtd.onally consumed at this time In DlIUlY parts of '. America and the OLl'ibbean. . 
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